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countenance, and, united to this, the most
finished politeness.

It is of more consequence, that the
great body of the young men should at-
tain a competent knowledge of the langua-
ges, although none arrive at distinguished
excellence, than that there should be a few
distinguished scholars amongst a numerous
train of unambitious idlers ; and in this light,
the present plan of permitting the young
civilians to leave the College as soon as
they have obtained that portion of instruc-
tion which will fit them for the service, is,
perhaps, the best that could be adopted.
When, (as was the case at the commence-
ment of the institution), they were obliged
to remain a certain number of years in Col-
lege, (three annual examinations) ; one
portion of the young men, whose talents
and ambition would have led them to study
under any circumstances, became eminently
proficient A second portion were stimu-
lated